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Summer Vacation

anything

how

anywhere

next

barbecuing

what

break

work

festival

worst

Audio Track 11
Conversation Interview Questions Fill in the blanks with the above word choices. Listen to the
interview. Write or circle the answers you hear next to the questions. Question translations are on page 123.

1.

So,

2.

was your summer vacation?

I went back to my (

3.

What was the best part of your summer

4.

What was the

5.

Did you

6.

Did you do any

7.

Did you buy

special?

8.

Did you go

else?

9.

Did you go to a

?

10.

What would you like to do
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).
).

I(
)with
friends from my hometown.

did you do?

Correct Questions:

It was (

My mom’s (

).

The worst part was getting a (

).

?

part?
?

Yeah, a (

?

).

At Nagashima I bought some (
… little (
) and some beach (
Aside from Nagashima, (

summer?

/10

(

).

I’d like to travel to
).

Correct Answers:
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Useful Vocabulary
summer camp (training camp)

summer break (summer vacation) theme park
water park
driver’s license

the attractions

part-time job

amazing

too scary

shaved ice / snow cone

Thailand

road trip

concert

overnight bus

convertible

aquarium

went swimming

hot and humid

went camping

suntan

amusement park

Something’s Not Quite Right!
Try to find out what is STRANGE or INCORRECT about the following sentences.

X I love to set off fire flowers in the summer.
I love to set off

in the summer .
X The jet coaster was so exciting.

The

was so exciting.

X We went to sea during our summer vacation.
We went to

Exercises

during our summer vacation.

The following sentences are possible answers to the INTERVIEW QUESTIONS.

Write the words in the correct order.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

It was amazing. I went
( Thailand. / went / in / backpacking )
We took an
( to / overnight bus / Disneyland. / Tokyo )
The attractions at the
( exciting. / park / really / were / amusement )
The roller
( me. / scary / were / for / coasters / too )
Yeah, I
( a ramen / shop. / at / noodle / worked )
No, I didn’t
( barbecue. / to / chance / a / have )
Not really. I didn’t have much money,
( anything. / so / buy / I / didn’t )
We went to
( end / August. / Shirahama / Beach / at / the / of )
Yeah, I went to the
( July. / Tenjin / in late / Festival )
I’d like to rent a
( road / long / a / trip. / convertible / and go on )
Reading: One student reads the interview questions, another reads the above answers.

correct

/10
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11 Summer Vacation
A: American Man
B: Japanese Woman

A: Ouch!8
B: Yeah, ouch. For three
days…, ouch!

A: Hey! Long time no see1,
Miyu.
B: Hi, stranger2. How are you
Lucas?
A: Pretty good. And yourself?
B: Great, thanks.

A: (5) Did you work?
B: No, I didn’t work this summer. I’ll start my part-time job
next week.
A: Oh, yeah? Where are you
going to work?
B: At a bakery, near my apartment.

A: (1) So, how was your summer vacation?
B: It was nice. I went back to
my hometown.
A: Oh, yeah? Where’s that?
B: I’m from Yoshino, in Nara.
A: Ahh, Yoshino. That’s famous
for3 its mountains and the
Yoshino River, right?
B: Yep, it’s a beautiful place,
lots of nature.
A: (2) What did you do?
B: I hung out4 with friends from
my hometown.
A: Did you go anywhere?
B: Actually, we took a road trip.
A: Cool! Where did you go?
B: We went to Nagashima Spa
Land.
A: Sounds great. How long
were you there?
B: Three days and two nights. It
was a lot of fun. The roller
coasters were awesome5.
A: (3) What was the best part
of your summer break?
B: Um…, my mom’s cooking.
A: Your mom’s cooking?
B: Yeah. She makes the best
food. Tempura…, somen noodles…, so good.
A: Sounds delicious.
A: (4) What was the worst
part?
B: The worst part…, hmm. The
worst part was getting a
sunburn6.
A: A sunburn? That’s painful.
B: Yeah, I didn’t put on
sunscreen7 when I went to the
water park. My skin turned all
red.
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A: (6) Did you do any barbecuing?
B: Yeah, a couple of times9.
Near my house, there are some
great barbecue spots along the
river.
A: What do you like to barbecue?
B: Um, the usual…, meat, vegetables. I really love grilled
mushrooms, though.
A: Oh, yeah! Those are yummy!
A: (7) Did you buy anything
special?
B: Um…, at Nagashima I
bought some souvenirs10.
A: What kind of souvenirs?
B: Um…, some little cakes and
some beach towels.
A: (8) Did you go anywhere
else11?
B: Um, aside from12 Nagashima, no. I didn’t go anywhere
else. I just spent time with my
family and friends.
A: Sounds nice.
B: It was. It was very relaxing.
A: (9) Did you go to a
festival13?
B: Yes, I did. My town has a
summer festival every year.
A: What did you do there?
B: We ate a lot of delicious food
and we watched a fireworks
display14.
A: Did you wear a yukata?
B: Yeah. My friends and I
sometimes like to wear
traditional15 clothes for festivals.
It’s fun.
The English Gym

A: (10) What would you like
to do next summer?
B: Hmm…, next summer I’d like
to travel to Hokkaido.
A: Hokkaido? What would you
like to do there?
B: Well, I’d like to eat a lot of
the local dishes16 and do some
sightseeing17.
A: Would you go with your
family or…?
B: Actually, I’d like to go with
some friends from university.
Maybe spend a week or so up
there.
A: Oh, sounds nice. Well, I
hope you can do it.
B: Me, too! Hey, do you want to
come?
A: Sure! I’d love to.
Tapescript
Vocabulary

11
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Classmate Conversation Interview!

Our Conversation: Work with a partner and write a
conversation based on today’s unit. Use some of the questions
from the interview and vocabulary from the unit. This will be
performed in front of the class.

Partner’s Name:

Partner’s
Answers

Extra
Information

1

/

2

/

3

/

4

/

5

/

6

/

7

/

8

/

9

/

10

/

My Questions
Write two more questions about the topic.

11

/

11

12

/

12
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Communication Crossword Puzzles
Explanation
Goal: Complete the crossword with your partner by giving
hints in English and using body language to communicate.

So, for example, let’s say that student ‘A’ has the word
“zebra” for number 3 across.

Set Up: Decide who will be student ‘A’ and who will be
student ‘B’. Go to the appropriate Communication
Crossword page for your unit. Student ‘A’ has the answer
word list for student ‘B’. Student ‘B’ has the answer word
list for student ‘A’. Do not look at your partner’s page. Do
not show or read aloud the answer word list to your
partner. It’s a secret!

The conversation might look something like this:

Method: Look over the answer word list and choose a
word. It is recommended to first choose words that
your partner could easily guess. You can try the more
difficult words later.
Now that you have chosen a word, use English to
describe the word or give hints about the word. You can
also use some body language to help your partner guess
the word.

A: Sorry, no. It isn’t a panda.

A: OK. Number 3 across.
It’s a kind of animal.
It’s color is black and white….

ACROSS Answers for ‘B’
2. cow
3. zebra

B: Oh, is it a panda?
It’s like a horse.
It comes from Africa.
B: Oh, I know. Is it a zebra?

DOWN Answers for ‘B’
1. monkey

A: Yes, that’s right!
Then, Student ‘B’ would write ZEBRA in his puzzle.

solutionExample Zebra

Student ‘B’
puzzle Example Zebra

1

1

M

2

C

2

O W
N
K

3

Z

E

B

R

3

A

Y

Useful Phrases for the Puzzles
Use these phrases
every time you do a
Communication
Crossword!

Number 1 across / down.
It’s a kind of…
For example…
The first letter is…
That’s right!
You got it!
Oh! Close!
Sorry, no.

Finished Early?
Write a few more words related to the unit
topic. Think of something funny or interesting.
Continue giving hints to your partner.

If you finish earlier than the other
students, keep going! Think of your own
words and keep playing!
Across

2. cow
3. zebra
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Is it …?
How about another hint?
What’s the first letter?
What color is it?
How do you spell it?
apostrophe = ’ hyphen/dash = Oh, I give up!
Oh, I know!

The English Gym

Down

Across
Trymonkey
an
example with your
1.
2. cow
teacher on the next page!
3. zebra
Students go to page 99.
Teacher should go to page 120.
Have fun!!!

1. monk

Communication Crossword

Unit 11 Summer Vacation A

Unit 11 Summer Vacation
1

ACROSS Answers for ‘B’
2. roller coaster
7. theme park
9. Universal Studios Japan
10. road trip
14. sunburn
15. plane
DOWN Answers for ‘B’
1. Tokyo Disneyland
3. sightseeing
4. water park
5. part-time job
6. shaved ice
8. sunscreen
11. ocean
12. suntan
13. summer

2

5

3

11
A

4

6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

Useful Phrases for the Puzzles
Number 1 across / down.
It’s a kind of…
For example…
The first letter is…
That’s right!
You got it!
Oh! Close!
Sorry, no.

Finished Early?

Is it …?
How about another hint?
What’s the first letter?
What color is it?
How do you spell it?
apostrophe = ’ hyphen/dash = Oh, I give up!
Oh, I know!

Write a few more words related to the unit
topic. Think of something funny or interesting.
Continue giving hints to your partner.

Across Unit 12 Family & Home A

3. bikini
Unit 12 Family
& Home
5. hamburgers
boat
ACROSS Answers8.for ‘B’
2. home
9. fireworks
3. mother
11. hometown
5. suburb
6. microwave oven13. humid
14. hotel
7. relatives
9. uncle
15. beer
10. tent
12. living room
14. rich

1
3

4

7

8
9

10

Down

1. barbecue
2. driver's
license
4. 5ice cream
6
6. beach
7. festival
10. goggles
12. hot

2

12
A

11

DOWN Answers for ‘B’
1. studio apartment
2. housewife
4. remote control
8. mansion
11. kitchen
13. messy

12

13
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Units 11A / 12A
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Unit 11 Summer Vacation B

Unit 11 Summer Vacation

11
B

1

ACROSS Answers for ‘A’
3. bikini
5. hamburgers
8. boat
9. fireworks
11. hometown
13. humid
14. hotel
15. beer

2

3

5
6

7

8
9

10

DOWN Answers for ‘A’
1. barbecue
2. driver’s license
4. ice cream
6. beach
7. festival
10. goggles
12. hot

11

12

13
14

15

Useful Phrases for the Puzzles
Number 1 across / down
It’s a kind of…
For example…
The first letter is…
That’s right!
You got it!
Oh! Close!
Sorry, no.

Finished Early?

Is it …?
How about another hint?
What’s the first letter?
What color is it?
How doAcross
you spell it?
Down
apostrophe
=
’
hyphen/dash
=
2. roller
1. Tokyo
Oh,
I
give
up!
coaster
Disneyland
Oh,
I
know!
7. theme park
3. &sightseeing
Unit 12 Family
Home B

Write a few more words related to the unit
topic. Think of something funny or interesting.
Continue giving hints to your partner.

9. Universal
Studios
Unit 12 Family & Home
Japan3
10. road trip
ACROSS Answers for ‘A’
3. boyfriend
14. sunburn
6
4. father
15. plane
7. grandfather
9. family
11. baby
12. city
13. friends

DOWN Answers for ‘A’
1. girlfriend
2. countryside
3. bathroom
5. bedroom
6. camping
8. clean
10. aunt
12. cousin

4

1

2
4
5

7

4. water park
5. part-time
job
6. shaved ice
8. sunscreen
11. ocean
12. suntan
13. summer

12
B

8
9
10

11
12

13

14
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Units 11B / 12B
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Translations Units 11 - 15

Interview Question Translations

Units 11 to 15
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